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What is Dual Credit?

Dual Credit means earning both high 
school and college credit for the same 

work at the same time!
No additional work or tests!

The grade you earn will be on 

both transcripts.



WHAT IS RUNNING START?
Enroll as an SVC college student early, and earn college 

credit and complete high school graduation 
requirements at the same time for the same work!

Running Start is a set of state statutes
that creates agreements between

high schools and community colleges
and is your source of state funding for tuition.



Running Start is not a special set of courses at SVC or a special program on 
campus. Running Start students are in courses with the rest of the population of 

students (avg. age 29) and are considered SVC students.

SVC does not offer the same level of institutional parent/guardian 
involvement the high school (this is true even though students are minors).

Running Start is not completely free, there are costs students will incur.

Running Start is a great way to earn two types of credit for the 
same work, start college early, and fund tuition! 

IMPORTANT TO KNOW:



RUNNING START ELIGIBILTY

▪ Must be enrolled in a public school district (homeschool and private 
school students must enroll in their local public school to participate)

▪ Must be under the age of 21 as of Sep 1st of the school year of enrollment

▪ Students must be classified as juniors or seniors by the public high school

▪ Students can not have achieved all of their high school graduation 
requirements (or be graduated from high school or have earned a GED)
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What are the benefits
of Running Start?
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SAVE A LOT OF MONEY AND TIME!

8

You save $11,122.20 
on 90 SVC credits!
The same credits at 

UW would be $34,560 
in tuition alone!

You can earn an 
employable degree by 

the time you’re 18!
This means you have a 
head start on a great 

paycheck!

Get to where you’re 
going faster!

SVC’s two year Direct Transfer 
Agreement degree is built to 

transfer into public 4-year 
colleges like UW, WSU and CWU.



EARN A DEGREE: Running Start students can 
qualify for 90+ credits over two years
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You have the 
potential to earn an 

SVC Associate’s 
Degree by high 

school graduation!

You can work towards any 
SVC Certificates and 
Prof/Tech Degrees
*With an exception to 

programs with age limitations

SVC College Credit is 
transferable to other 

colleges and universities
*Contact the school to make 

sure they accept those credits!
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How much does 
Running Start cost?
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Quarterly Costs for Running Start (2023-2024)

Per Quarter
1 class 

5 credits

3 classes

15 credits

Fees $125 $332.50

Per Quarter 5 credits 15 credits

Fees $0 $0

Per Quarter 5 credits 15 credits

Tuition + Fees $719.05 $1,814.40

SVC Running Start Student
Eligible for Fee Waiver

SVC Running Start Student 
Financial Responsibility

Non-Running Start Cost 
(before financial aid)

*Running Start covers tuition of 100-level+ courses, up to the amount of 
credits entered on your Running Start Enrollment Verification Form.
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Credit Portion of Running Start Enrollment Verification Form (2023-2024)



ADDITIONAL COSTS OF ATTENDANCE
▪ Books/supplies (budget approx. $100 per class, per quarter)

▪ Course fees (Lab fees)

▪ Meals (not provided by the college, but may be purchased on campus) 
SVC has a FREE food pantry for students

▪ Transportation (SVC students receive a free city bus pass)

1313

Sample Running Start Quarter Costs:
Let’s say this Running Start student does not qualify for a fee waiver and is taking 
15 credits (English 101, Math 146 and Ceramics 241). Their costs would look a bit like this:
College Fees      Lab Fees     Book(s) Food/Transportation 
$332.50 +      $40       +    $105 (1, used)  +  $600 ($50/wk, 12 wks)   =   $1,077.50
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What’s it like to be a 
Running Start student?
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A Running Start student is a COLLEGE STUDENT!

▪ You get to be in charge of your educational path! This is a lot of fun and a 
responsibility (and you can always get help from SVC advisors and resources).

▪ Your weekly schedule and the amount of time you spend in class will look a 
lot different than high school - and you can build your own schedule!

▪ The conversations you’ll have in class will be different than in a high school 
environment. The average age of SVC students is 29, and everyone has opted 
in to be here, so the level of engagement tends to be more elevated.

▪ SVC offers a wide range of subject matter and activities that you typically 
can’t find at the high school level.
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Sample Schedules - Traditional High School Day vs. 
Possible Full-time Running Start (In-Person) 

Class Homework



WHAT IS FERPA?
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

As a college student, you have the 
right to privacy in your educational records 

and the college is not allowed to share your information without a release.

FERPA is a federal law made to protect 
student information from being misused.

*you can find more info and our Information release form at 
Skagit.edu/information-for-parents/ferpa/



IT’S A BIG DECISION with BIG RESPONSIBILTIES!

▪ College environments are faster-paced, have more homework, and require 
time-management (we can help!).

▪ Schedules and calendars are different for colleges & high schools:
Example: 2023 HS spring break = 4/3 – 4/7, SVC spring break = 3/20 – 4/3
(spring quarter starts on 4/4, so you can’t be absent that week)

▪ Students should be prepared to work closely with college and high school 
counselors & advisors to pick courses that align with high school graduation 
requirements (because of FERPA, parents and counselors can’t do it for you).
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These credits will be on both your high school and college transcript.



SVC RESOURCES – we’re here to help!
▪ First Quarter Experience course You’ll enroll in one of our College Success 

Skills classes and learn what you need to know to be a great college student! 
You’ll also complete an education plan with an SVC advisor.

▪ SVC faculty are invested in your success!

▪ Tutoring Center SVC offers in-person and online tutoring for any student 
that needs it, for any of our courses.

▪ Math Center

▪ Writing Center

▪ Counseling & Advising
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In-Person, Online or Hybrid classes?

▪ In-Person courses are traditional, in-person meetings in classrooms on one of 
our three campuses (Mount Vernon, Whidbey Island or San Juan). In-person 
classes meet two - five times per week (this varies by subject matter).

▪ Online courses are fully online and usually asynchronous (meaning there is no 
set meeting time for the whole group). You can expect to manage your own 
time to meet deadlines. There can be group work and online discussions, and 
you do have access to your faculty during office hours.

▪ Hybrid courses are in-person with an online (asynchronous) component. 
There is a time when the group meets, but not for as long as fully in-person 
courses, as well as online material that students complete on their own.

2020
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Sample Schedules - Running Start Only (Mix of In-Person, Hybrid, and 
Online) vs. Part-time at High School with Full-time Running Start (Online)

Class Online Homework
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Ready to run?
Let’s get started!
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First steps to enroll in Running Start:
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Apply using the 
state 

application at  
apply.ctc.edu/u

ser

Establish placement
at SVC

1 2 3
Complete your 

Running Start Enrollment 
Verification Form with 

your High School 
Guidance Counselor 
(and submit to SVC)

4
Meet with an 

SVC Advisor to
register for 

college classes
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https://apply.ctc.edu/user1



SVC Running Start Application Selections

▪ Skagit Valley College

▪ Running Start

▪ Academic or 
Professional Technical

▪ Winter 2024
(Be sure to apply for
the term when you
want to start!)

▪ Select the degree you’re
interested in
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WHAT IS PLACEMENT?
Placement means that you’re ready to take on college-level

coursework in English and Math.
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WHAT IS PLACEMENT?
Placement means that you’re ready to take on college-level

coursework in English and Math.

There are two main ways we work with Running Start 
students to establish placement:

▪ Your High School Transcript:  ENGLISH : 3.0 cumulative GPA
MATH : Algebra 2, for two semesters, B or better in BOTH semesters

▪ Accuplacer Placement Tool – this is available at SVC campus or on Zoom 
(you can take it multiple times and it is free for SVC applicants)

To complete placement with your transcript, email a copy 
to Enrollment@Skagit.edu with your CTC Link number.
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mailto:Enrollment@Skagit.edu
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3
Running Start Enrollment 

Verification Form (2023-2024)

You fill this out with your 

High School Guidance 

Counselor



How do I register for classes?
All new students meet with an SVC Advisor to register for classes.

• New Student Orientations
• Group sessions at local high schools

Talking with your counselor for your RSEVF can help you plan what you 
want to take at SVC.

Not sure what counts towards high school graduation? 
Each high school has an equivalency chart that you can find at

www.Skagit.edu/running-start
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Are you ready to run?
▪ Save THOUSANDS on college tuition (but don’t forget to factor in 

the other costs of attendance)

▪ College-level rigor + fast-paced environment + exciting classes

▪ Choose your own schedule!

▪ Strong communication is highly recommended

▪ Get started on your college journey – and remember, it’s your 
responsibility!
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Save time, effort, and money!



Thank You! Any questions?

Megan Lloyd
Director of Dual Programs

Megan.Lloyd@Skagit.edu

Contact with follow up and 
application questions!
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Welcome to SVC – we’re glad you’re here!

Stephanie Mock
Dual Credit Advisor

Stephanie.Mock@Skagit.edu

Contact with questions 
about choosing classes!

mailto:Megan.Lloyd@Skagit.edu
mailto:Stephanie.Mock@Skagit.edu

